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We have listened in today’s Gospel about what happened when Jesus went to His hometown and the people

didn’t believe in Him. At the beginning, the people were astonished or amazed because of His wisdom and miracles.
Probably, they knew that Jesus had been teaching and doing miracles, and they went to listen to Him out of curiosity.
At the end of the episode, we see that Jesus is the one who was amazed. What happened in the middle? How do we
make sense of the attitude of the people of Nazareth? How was that wonder changed into disrespect? Is it possible that
something similar could happen to us? We are supposed to be close to Jesus. Do we still feel the amazement before the
mystery of God and the mystery of our salvation? I would like to explain some notes about the nature of the feeling that
we call wonder and how can it lead us to deepen our Faith. How does this emotion work in our hearts? Wonder arises in
our soul when we perceive something that we cannot explain completely at that moment. Usually, we are talking about
something new or extraordinary. In the origin of this feeling, there is some knowledge and some ignorance.

For example, we can contemplate the sky in a summer night with all its stars. That is amazing or wonderful. We
look to something that we don’t understand perfectly. It is something huge, very beautiful, and extraordinary. We
understand some things about what we are contemplating. However, since we realize that there is much more to know,
a desire appears in our soul to know more about that. Then, that desire moves us to penetrate the mystery of that
beautiful thing. If we begin asking about that beautiful starry sky, we will discover that those stars are not as small as
we see from our planet. They are not lamps in the roof of the earth. We can use science to learn about them. We can
come to know that they are planets and stars. Even more, we can ask who their Creator is. Following that way, we will
conclude that only God could have done such a beautiful thing. Finally, wonder leads us to contemplate God’s
Goodness and Beauty reflected in those stars. And, that contemplation brings joy to our soul.

Of course, we can also consider the role of the feeling of amazement in our Christian life. There are many
amazing things that open our hearts and lead us to faith. To be sure, faith is not something that we can attain by
ourselves. Faith is not the conclusion of our human thinking. We could say that the feeling of wonder causes questions
to arise in us, but the answer to those questions is a gift of God. That gift is faith. The disciples of Jesus were also
amazed with His words and miracles. We remember the disciples asking after the miracles of the storm that we heard
some weeks ago: Who is this man? Even the winds and the sea obey Him. They were amazed but they didn't have the
answer. When Peter confessed his faith, Jesus said clearly that Peter’s profession of faith was something that came from
the Father. And, of course, Peter’s faith needed to grow more and more. For that reason, we see this dynamic between
wonder and faith in the heart of the disciples. They never lost that feeling of wonder in this life. Neither did the Virgin
Mary.

Nonetheless, there are different ways in which that process can be frustrated. For example, before a wonderful
thing, we can feel fear. Imagine a great storm. We can be so scared of it that we don't want to know anything about it.
The only thing we want to have happen is that we are no longer in the presence of such a terrifying event. Another way
in which the process from wonder to the desire of knowing more can be frustrated is if we find a simple explanation
and we think that we know all what we should know about that. The second option is what probably happened in
Nazareth; or maybe, a combination of both of them.



We could think that the problem in Nazareth was the familiarity that the people had with Jesus. I have thought
in that way for some time. But, in that interpretation, there is something that I don't like. If familiarity with Jesus is an
obstacle to recognize who He is, it would seem better to spend little time with Him. I am going to give an example.
Imagine that you think if you spend a lot of time with the Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, you will become too familiar
with Him, and then you will lose the sense of the greatness of the mystery of His Eucharistic Presence. In that case, we
could think that it is better to celebrate but a few masses or to spend less time in Adoration in order to do those same
things in a better way. I think that familiarity is not the problem. No one had more familiarity with Jesus than His Holy
Mother, and without a doubt, she had a great faith.

What is the problem, then? I think that the problem is some sort of intellectual pride. If we are proud people,
perhaps we will not accept that there is some mystery in the things we are familiar with. Without that openness to the
mystery, we will lose our faith. Then, what we think we know will be an obstacle to being open to God’s
enlightenment. God has decided to come close to us and to save us by touching us through the mystical body of Jesus,
that is to say, through the Church and the sacraments. It is something amazing that we can hear God talking to us in His
Word and that we can receive Christ Himself in the Eucharist. Jesus is here, actually present, in the tabernacle. We can
adore Him and we can spend time very close to Him. Those are amazing mysteries, but if we think we know everything
and that there is nothing more to discover about God and the mystery of our salvation, if the feeling of wonder and
amazement dies within our hearts, then we will acquire that bad familiarity and lack of faith that makes impossible
God’s action in our hearts. Perhaps, we love the world so much that we fear God’s closeness to us. We think that if we
open our hearts to Jesus, we are going to lose too many things of this world.

If that is the case, I want to repeat to you some words from John Paul II: “Do not be afraid to be saints! Open
wide the door of your hearts to Christ!” He wants to save us and to sanctify us. With Him, we will not lose anything.
On the contrary, we will win everything.








