


Homily
1. XVII SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 28

2 Kings 4: 42-44| Eph 4: 1-6 | Jn 6: 1-15

THEME
A journey in the dessert

KEY IDEA (THROUGHLINE)
The challenges of our time are like a journey in the desert that prepares our
hearts to receive anew the abundance of God’s love.

CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE
John 6 presents Jesus as the new Moses- He crosses the sea and goes to a new
place towards the mountain, followed by a large crowd, preparing the
revelation of his Eucharistic presence.

IDEAS
Sometimes we can feel overwhelmed by so many insecurities and changes. Our
journey is like a desert: we don’t always know where we are going, and we feel
our insufficiency. We want answers, we are hungry, and sometimes we
complain. In more than one way, we resemble our forefathers following Moses
in the desert. Jesus appears to Moses: leading his people through a
challenging journey of faith. In the face of so many challenges, we feel like the
apostles: our time and resources are so limited that we ask: “ what good are
these for so many?” The Lord is with us,especially when we are hungry and
weak. He loves us always. The lord comes to us especially when our poverty
awakens our capacity to receive. If we trust and give Him what we have, He
will do wonderful things. In his plan, God chose to “need” our five loaves.
Have we given everything? Sometimes we have been generous and have given
three or four loaves. But the real miracle comes when we keep nothing and
give everything. What loaf are we keeping? Is there something we still need to
give Him? Are we afraid we will lose something we need? God has a plan. We
don’t need to wait for the situation to improve in order to trust; we don’t need



to wait until we feel out of the desert. Now is the time to let God work
wonderful things and show the abundance of his love. He wants to give
everything.

IMAGES AND QUOTES
“Are we not perhaps all afraid in some way? If we let Christ enter fully

into our lives, if we open ourselves totally to him, are not afraid that He might
take something significant, something unique, something that makes life so
beautiful? Do we not then risk ending diminished and deprived of our
freedom? And once again the Pope said: No! If we let Christ into our lives, we
lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and
great. No! Only in this friendship are the doors of life opened wide. Only in
this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation. And so, today, with
great strength and great conviction on the basis of long personal experience of
life, I say to you, dear young people: Do not be afraid of Christ! He takes
nothing away, and he gives you everything. When we give ourselves to him, we
receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open wide the doors to Christ- and
you will find true life. Amen.” (BenedictXVI)








