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5. XXI SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 25
Joshua 24:1-2a; 15-17, 18b| Eph 5:21-32| Jn 6:60-69
THEME
A purified Eucharist Church
KEY IDEA (THROUGHLINE)
Although some leave the LOrd, we renew our love for Him, being purified in the desert and transformed
by the Eucharist.
CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE
Verses 60-69 tell us of the dramatic ending of this chapter: the disciples leave Jesus and He remains
with the Twelve,, who He challenges about their own faith. Jesus does not dilute the faith in order to
keep some numbers, but leads those willing to the fullness of his love and truth.
IDEAS
The end of John 6 is dramatic: the disciples did not like what they heard and left Jesus. Humanly
speaking, this was a failure. The early community saw its numbers reduced.
The Lord remained strong: as controversial as they sound, his words are Spirit and life.
But the Lord respects our freedom: if we don’t want to believe, He will never force us. He knew that
some didn’t believe back then; He knows that some don’t believe today.
In many ways, the Church is becoming smaller, but the answer is not to dilute the Gospel.
Jesus took the risk of asking his twelve apostles: “Do you also want to leave?”
Each one of us join Peter in his heartfelt confession: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.”
The Journey of John 6 reflects the journey of today’s Church, being renewed in a new Exodus.
The challenges of our time are a purification. And even if the Church has lost some human strength and
prestige, we are called even more to offer our pains and hopes as a sacrifice.
The Eucharist is a mystery of sacrifice.
An ancient prayer (V AD) that we still say today at Mass reveals the power of the sacrifice of the
Eucharist: “Whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is celebrated the work of our redemption is
accomplished.”
The Eucharist is the renewal of the sacrifice of Calvary. The Cross is the infinite fountain; each Mass is
a stream that waters the world.
To whom shall we go? What else should we do? The Eucharist is the heart of the Church, and the root
of any renewal today. This renewed love is the goal of the Eucharistic revival.



IMAGES AND QUOTES
“If you are the same at the end of Mass as you were at the beginning, something is wrong. The
Eucharistic is the presence of Jesus, it is deeply transforming. Jesus comes and must transform you.”
-For a Eucharistic Life, Pope Francis
“However, we have heard that at his first announcement, instead of rejoicing, the people started to
murmur in protest: “How can he give us his flesh to eat?” (JN 6:52). To tell the truth, that attitude has
frequently been repeated in the course of history. One might say that basically people do not want to
have God so close, to be so easily within reach or so deeply in the events of their daily life.
Rather, people want him to be great, and, in brief, we also often want him to be a little distant from us.
Questions are then raised that are intended to show that, after all, such closeness would be impossible.
But the words that Christ spoke on that occasion have lost none of their clarity: “Let me solemnly
assure you, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you”
(Jn 6:53). Truly, we need a God who is close to us. In the face of the murmur of protest, Jesus might
have fallen back on reassuring words: “Friends”’ he could have said, “do not worry! I spoke of flesh but
it is only a symbol. What I mean is only a deep communion of sentiments”.
But no, Jesus did not have to recourse to such soothing words. He stuck to his assertion, to all his
realism, even when he saw many of his disciples breaking away (cf. Jn 6:66). Indeed, he showed his
readiness to accept even desertion by his apostles, while not in any way changing the substance of his
discourse: “Do you want to leave me too?” (JN 6:67), he asked. Thanks be to God, Peter’s response was
one that even we can make our own today with full awareness: “Lord, to whom should we go? You
have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68). We need a God who is close, a God who puts himself in our
hands and who loves us”. (Pope Benedict XVI)








